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TERMS OF DISENGAGEMENT: ON INDIA-CHINA STANDOFF 
Military-level talks help avoid confrontation, but the China border remains a challenge 

That India and China have agreed to stop sending more troops to the frontline is a welcome 

step towards hitting pause on the rising tensions along the LAC. Indeed, the genesis of the tensions 

lies in China’s large-scale deployment of troops to forward areas in May, and subsequent multiple 

transgressions in the Galwan Valley, Pangong Lake, Gogra, Hot Springs, and Depsang plains that have 

violated almost every core tenet of the four border agreements that have helped keep the peace 

since 1993. This has forced India to match the Chinese deployment, leading to an extraordinary 

build-up on a scale not seen since 1962. The new agreement of September 21, at the sixth round of 

Corps Commander talks since June, will put a stop to this build-up, that is, if it is implemented 

sincerely. The joint press release said the sides had agreed to strengthen communication on the 

ground, avoid misjudgments, and to refrain from unilaterally changing the situation on the ground, 

besides holding a next round at an early date, underlining that many issues remain unresolved. 

If this agreement can potentially help stem the bleeding as it were, it does not address most 

of India’s fundamental concerns on the LAC. Prior to the talks, Indian officials had highlighted the key 

points of their agenda as having China withdraw from all friction points including Depsang and 

Pangong Tso and granting unhindered access to all patrolling points (PPs) — China has blocked 

access to 10 PPs since May. The joint press release makes no mention of restoration of the status 

quo ante of April, only referring to no unilateral changes to the ground situation, which refers to the 

current status quo. It is true that one or two rounds of talks cannot be expected realistically to 

resolve a situation that is, in many ways, even more complex than the 1986 Sumdorong Chu stand-

off — and that took six years before the status quo was restored. At the same time, a second joint 

public statement in as many weeks is a positive development in itself, showing both have the intent 

to stabilise the situation, even if their motivations may be different. For the Indian government, such 

a statement in the midst of a Parliament session where it has faced questions over its handling of the 

LAC situation sends the message that the China crisis is under control. For China, the motivations 

could be two-fold — either a tactical pause that gives it time to prepare for further military 

manoeuvres, as was the case in end-August south of Pangong Lake, or a signal that Beijing wants to 

dial down tensions, albeit on its own terms and most likely without giving up the territorial gains it 

has made since May. Whichever may be the case, the reality for Delhi is that the challenge along the 

LAC may be far from over. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 disengagement (noun) – withdrawal, 

departure, retreat (of military troops from an 

area of conflict). 

 standoff (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, 

impasse (in a dispute/conflict). 

 confrontation (noun) – conflict, clash, fight, 

face-off. 

 frontline (noun) – vanguard, firing line, 

battlefield, combat zone. 

 hit pause (phrase) – to cease/stop an action 

temporarily. 

 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-

facto (effective) border between India and 

China. The LAC is a 4,057-km border running 

through three areas-Western (Ladakh, 

Ladakh (Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, 

Himachal) and eastern (Sikkim, Arunachal). 

 genesis (noun) – origin/source, beginning, 

emergence. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually. 

 deployment (noun) – the act of employing 

forces/troops into effective action. 

 Valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running 

through it. Valley is a metonym of Jammu & 

Kashmir in this context (Metonym is used as 

an alternative for something else with which 

it is closely related/associated). 

 hot springs (noun) – Hot Springs (Kyam) is 

the location of an Indian border checkpost 

operated by Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

(ITBP) in the Chang Chenmo River valley 

in Ladakh near the disputed border with 

China. It is so named because there is a hot 

spring at this location. (hot spring is generally 

a spring (well head) with water at 

temperatures substantially higher than the 

air temperature of the surrounding region). 
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 subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, 

successive. 

 transgression (noun) – infringement, 

contravention, breach, violation. 

 plains (noun) – plains are large, flat pieces of 

land with no drastic changes in elevation. 

Plains can be found at any altitude (height), 

though they are usually lower than the land 

surrounding them. Mountains, hills, plateaus, 

and plains are the four major types 

of landforms of the Earth. 

 tenet (noun) – principle, belief, doctrine/rule. 

 keep the peace (phrase) – to avoid or stop 

arguing/disputing/fighting. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, give rise to, 

bring about. 

 extraordinary (adjective) – rare, unusual, 

uncommon. 

 build-up (noun) – development, escalation, 

expansion. 

 Corps (noun) – it literally means “army 

body”; The corps is treated as an operational 

unit of employment by the Army and can be 

comprised of 20,000-45,000 soldiers. It is 

sometimes known as a field corps, which 

consists of two or more divisions. It is 

commanded by the Corps Commander, who 

holds the rank of Lieutenant 

General. “Corps” was first introduced in 

France about 1805 by Napoleon as a more 

flexible tactical grouping of two or more 

divisions.  

 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 

where things are happening 

really/practically. 

 unilaterally (adverb) – used to indicate 

something done by a person/country without 

approval/agreement from other 

people/countries involved in the situation. 

 besides (preposition) – in addition to, apart 

from. 

 underline (verb) – underscore, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 stem (verb) – lessen, reduce, diminish; 

control, restrain, restrict. 

 the bleeding (noun) – annoyance, 

displeasure, irritation. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, 

try to sort out. 

 friction (noun) – conflict, dispute,  

fighting/clashing. 

 unhindered (adjective) – unopposed, 

unconstrained, unimpeded. 

 patrolling (noun) – watching/guarding an 

area (over a period of time). 

 patrolling points (PPs) (noun) – PPs are 

patrolling points identified and marked on 

the LAC, which are patrolled with a stipulated 

frequency by the security forces. 

 restoration (noun) – reinstitution, re-

establishment, return. 

 status quo ante (phrase) – a Latin phrase 

meaning “the  state of affairs existing before” 

(or) “the way things were before”. 

 unilateral (adjective) – relating to a method 

of taking decisions (particularly on 

international relations) by a state (country) 

individually without considering other states 

(countries). In general, it is relating to the 

decision taken individually without consulting 

with the others concerned. 

 status quo (noun) – the present situation, 

the current state, the existing state of affairs. 

 in the midst of (phrase) – in the middle of. 

 two-fold (adjective) – having two 

parts/elements. 

 manoeuvre (noun) – (military) training 

activity, operation. 

 dial down (phrasal verb) – reduce, lessen, 

decrease (the intensity of something). 

 albeit (conjunction) – though, even though, 

however. 

 on one’s own terms (phrase) – according to 

someone’s conditions; In the manner that 

someone prefers. 

 give up (phrasal verb) – abandon, forgo, 

renounce, relinquish. 

 territorial (adjective) – geographical. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all, nowhere 

near. 

********************************************************************************* 

THE FOREIGN HAND: ON FCRA AMENDMENTS 
NGOs fill in for the state; regulations should not stifle their functioning 

Amendments to the FCRA, drafted without consultation with stakeholders and passed with 

limited discussion in Parliament, further clip the wings of India’s battered civil society. New 

regulations put onerous conditions on civil society organisations, and educational and research 
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institutions that have partnerships, including of a financial nature, with foreign entities. Passions 

overwhelm rationality in conversations on foreign influences, and it could well be true that a portion 

of such foreign assistance may be reaching the wrong hands. In Parliament, the BJP alleged that 

foreign money was being used for religious conversions. In 2017, the government barred American 

Christian charity, Compassion International, accusing it of supporting conversions. The debate on 

religious propagation and conversions must be delinked from the question of foreign funding. There 

are adequate laws against conversion by inducement, and the right or wrong of it cannot be decided 

against the touchstone of the source of funds, native or foreign. Some of the restrictions appear well 

meaning, but could impact NGOs besides showing up India to be overregulated. 

The International Commission of Jurists has said the new law was incompatible with 

international obligations and India’s own constitutional provisions on rights. Seamless sharing of 

ideas and resources across national boundaries is essential to the functioning of a global community, 

and should not be discouraged unless there is reason to believe the funds are being used to aid 

illegal activities. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has often cited the ancient Indian ethos of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam as the framework for its global engagement. The pandemic has only 

underscored the importance of this approach. As a growing economy, India under Mr. Modi has 

been proactive in seeking global capital and technology. The aversion appears to be towards select 

categories of global ideas and ideals — environmentalism, human rights and civil liberties. 

Organisations working in these fields have often had their patriotism being called into question. To 

be fair, this approach predates the current government, and it was during the UPA that an official 

report even quantified the GDP losses allegedly caused by environmental NGOs, insinuating a foreign 

conspiracy against India. Such paranoia does not go well with India’s legitimate ambitions to be a 

global player. The BJP and the Congress are well aware of the limits of the national-foreign binary. In 

2017, both joined hands to legislate an escape route after receiving funds from foreign entities in 

violation of FCRA provisions. Thousands of NGOs serve extremely disadvantaged sections, at times 

filling in for the state, at others, supplementing it. A presumption of guilt against them all, followed 

by control, amounts to throwing the baby out with the bathwater. The world is poorer when new 

barriers are raised. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 hand (noun) – help, a helping hand, 

assistance, aid, support.  

 Foreign Contribution Regulations Act, 2010 

(FCRA) (noun) – It regulates the acceptance 

and utilisation of foreign contribution by 

individuals, associations and companies. 

 fill in (phrasal verb) – do someone’s job as a 

substitute (when they are unable to do it). 

 stifle (verb) – constrain, restrain, 

prevent, hamper, impede. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an 

interest in something. 

 clip the wings of (phrase) – to limit/restrict 

someone’s freedom; impose limits on, keep 

within bounds, keep under control; obstruct, 

impede, thwart. 

 battered (adjective) – damaged. 

 onerous (adjective) – burdensome, difficult, 

tough, troublesome, stressful. 

 entity (noun) – organization, establishment. 

 overwhelm (verb) – engulf, swamp, overrun, 

overpower/inundate; overburden, beset. 

 rationality (noun) – practicality, viability, 

possibility/stability. 

 influence (noun) – effect, impact; direction, 

domination. 

 bar (verb) – prevent, prohibit, forbid, ban. 

 propagation (noun) – spreading and 

promoting an idea/theory. 

 delink (verb) – separate, isolate, cut off. 

 conversion (noun) – changing one’s religion. 

 inducement (noun) – motivation, 

incentive, temptation, stimulation, lure. 

 touchstone (noun) – criterion, 

standard, measure, point of reference. 

 well-meaning (adjective) – good-natured, 

caring, kind-hearted. 

 besides (preposition) – in addition to, apart 

from. 

 show up (phrasal verb) – expose, reveal, 

exhibit, unveil. 

 overregulated (adjective) – over-controlled. 

 jurist (noun) – an expert in law. 
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 incompatible with (adjective) – at odds 

with, at variance with, differing from. 

 obligation (noun) – duty, responsibility, 

commitment. 

 provision (noun) – term, clause, 

requirement/condition. 

 seamless (adjective) – smooth and 

continuous. 

 aid (verb) – help, assist, support. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference 

to, invoke. 

 ethos (noun) – ethics/beliefs, principles, 

standards. 

 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (phrase) – a 

Sanskrit phrase found in Hindu texts such as 

the Maha Upanishad, which means “The 

World is One Family”. 

 framework (noun) – structure, system, 

composition, organization. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, involvement. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of 

a new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 proactive (adjective) – aggressive, intense, 

passionate. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim, strive (to 

achieve something). 

 aversion (noun) – resistance, unwillingness, 

reluctance, avoidance; dislike, disinclination. 

 environmentalism (noun) – a social 

movement or as an ideology focused on the 

welfare of the 

environment. Environmentalism seeks to 

protect and conserve the elements of earth’s 

ecosystem. 

 patriotism (noun) – devoted love and 

support for country; nationalism, national 

loyalty. 

 call into question (phrase) – doubt, distrust, 

suspect. 

 to be fair (phrase) – used for making criticism 

less intense. 

 predate (verb) – happen at a date earlier 

than (something). 

 quantify (verb) – measure the quantity of. 

 allegedly (adverb) – supposedly, purportedly, 

reportedly. 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) (noun) – a 

measure of economic activity in a country. It 

is the total value of a country’s annual output 

of goods and service. 

 insinuate (verb) – imply, suggest, hint. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan, intrigue, 

collaboration/deception, deceitful strategy. 

 paranoia (noun) – unreasonable suspicion, 

disbelief, mistrust, misgiving (of other 

people). 

 legitimate (adjective) – valid, reasonable, 

reliable. 

 binary (noun) – something having two parts. 

 join hands (phrase) – work together with. 

 legislate (verb) – make laws, pass laws, enact 

laws. 

 escape route (noun) – a preplanned means 

of escape from a dangerous situation. 

 violation (noun) – breach, breaking, non-

observance. 

 disadvantaged (adjective) – deprived, 

poverty-stricken, underprivileged. 

 at times (phrase) – sometimes, 

occasionally, periodically. 

 supplement (verb) – augment, increase, add 

to, boost. 

 presumption (noun) – assumption, 

supposition, belief/expectation, conclusion. 

 guilt (noun) – culpability, blameworthiness, 

wrongdoing, criminality, unlawfulness, 

misconduct. 

 amount to (verb) – be regarded as, comprise, 

be equivalent to, be tantamount to, be equal 

to. 

 throw the baby out with the 

bathwater (phrase) – throw something 

valuable away with something unwanted. 

 barrier (noun) – blockade, bar, 

hurdle, barricade. 
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